CH. 8.] SESSION LAWS, 1965.

CHAPTER 8.
[ Senate Bill No. 4. ]

AN Act relating to government; enacting a title of the Revised Code of Wash-
ington to be known as Title 43—State Government—Executive; providing
penalties; repealing certain acts and parts of acts; and declaring an
emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

TITLE 43
STATE GOVERNMENT—EXECUTIVE

Chapter 43.01
STATE OFFICERS—GENERAL PROVISIONS

43.01.010 Terms of office. The governor, lieutenant governor,
secretary of state, treasurer, auditor, attorney general, superin-
tendent of public instruction, commissioner of public lands, and in-
surance commissioner, shall hold office for the term of four years,
and until their successors are elected and qualified; and the term
shall commence on the Wednesday after the second Monday of
January following their election.

43.01.020 Oath of office. The governor, lieutenant governor,
secretary of state, treasurer, auditor, attorney general, superin-
tendent of public instruction, commissioner of public lands, and
insurance commissioner, shall, before entering upon the duties of
their respective offices, take and subscribe an oath or affirmation in
substance as follows: I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will
support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution
and laws of the state of Washington, and that I will faithfully dis-
charge the duties of the office of (name of office) to the best of my
ability.

The oath or affirmation shall be administered by one of the
justices of the supreme court at the capitol. A certificate shall be
affixed thereto by the person administering the oath, and the oath
or affirmation so certified shall be filed in the office of the secretary
of state before the officer shall be qualified to discharge any official
duties: Provided, That the oath of the secretary of state shall be
filed in the office of the state auditor.

43.01.030 Filing and printing of reports of state officers, etec.
Reports required to be made by state officers, boards, commissions,
regents, trustees, and institutions to the governor or the legislature,
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shall be typewritten, the original of which shall be filed with the
governor, or with the legislature, as the law may require, and a
duplicate copy thereof shall be filed with the director of budget.

The director shall determine which reports, or what portions of
any report, with the approval of the governor, shall be printed as
public documents.

The governor shall determine the number of such reports to be
printed for distribution.

43.01.035 Reports—Periods to be covered. All biennial reports
to the legislature and the governor shall cover the period compris-
ing the first full fiscal year of the then current biennium and the
last full fiscal year of the biennium immediately preceding. All
annual reports to the governor shall cover the full fiscal year
immediately preceding the date of said report.

43.01.040 Vacations—Computation—Acecrual—Transfer. Each
subordinate officer and employee of the several offices, departments,
and institutions of the state government shall be entitled under
their contract of employment with the state government to not
less than one working day of vacation leave with full pay for each
month of employment if said employment is continuous for six
months.

Each such subordinate officer and employee shall be entitled
under such contract of employment to not less than one additional
working day of vacation with full pay each year for satisfactorily
completing the first two, three and five continuous years of employ-
ment respectively.

Such part time officers or employees of the state government
who are employed on a regular schedule of duration of not less
than one year shall be entitled under their contract of employment
to that fractional part of the vacation leave that the total number
of hours of such employment bears to the total number of hours of
full time employment.

Each subordinate officer and employee of the several offices,
departments and institutions of the state government shall be en-
titled under his contract of employment with the state government
to accrue unused vacation leave not to exceed twenty-five working
days. Officers and employees transferring within the several offices,
departments and institutions of the state government shall be en-
titled to transfer such accrued vacation leave to each succeeding
state office, department or institution. All vacation leave shall be
taken at the time convenient to the employing office, department
or institution.

43.01.041 ———Payment upon severance of employment. Offi-
cers and employees referred to in RCW 43.01.040 whose employ-
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ment is terminated by their death; reduction in force; resignation
dismissal, or by retirement and who have accrued vacation leave as
specified in RCW 43.01.040, shall be paid therefor under their con-
tract of employment, or their estate if they are deceased, or if the
employee in case of voluntary resignation has provided adequate
notice of termination.

43.01.042 ———State institutions of higher learning. State
institutions of higher learning may prescribe such rules and regu-
lations as they may determine governing vacation leave for aca-
demic and professional personnel.

43.01.043 ————Rules and regulations. The several offices, de-
partments and institutions of the state government may prescribe
supplemental rules and regulations that are not inconsistent with
the provisions of RCW 43.01.040 through 43.01.043 with respect to
vacation leave of subordinate officers and employees thereof.

43.01.050 Daily remittance of moneys to treasury. Each state
officer or other person, other than county treasurer, who is author-
ized by law to collect or receive moneys belonging to the state or
to any department or institution thereof, shall transmit to the state
treasurer each day, all moneys collected by him on the preceding
day, together with a statement of the source from which each item
of money was derived, and shall transmit to the budget director a
duplicate of such statement.

This section shall not apply to the educational institutions of
the state, but each such institution shall, at the end of every three
months, file with the state auditor an itemized statement showing
all money received by it from sources other than state legislative
appropriations, the particular source from which the same was
received, the purpose for which the same, or any part thereof, has
been expended, and the balance on hand.

43.01.060 Treasurer’s duty on default. The state treasurer shall
inform the governor of any failure on the part of any officer to
comply with the provisions of RCW 43.01.050.

43.01.070 Liability of officers for noncompliance. If any officer
fails to comply with the provisions of RCW 43.01.050, he shall be
liable to the state upon his official bond in a sum equal to ten percent
annual interest on the funds for such time as he retained them.

43.01.072 Refund of fees or other payments collected by state.
Whenever any law which provides for the collection of fees or
other payments by a state agency does not authorize the refund of
erroneous or excessive payments thereof, refunds may be made
or authorized by the state agency which collected the fees or pay-
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ments of all such amounts received by the state agency in conse-
quence of error, either of fact or of law as to: (1) The proper amount
of such fee or payments; (2) The necessity of making or securing
a permit, filing, examination or inspection; (3) The sufficiency of
the credentials of an applicant; (4) The eligibility of an applicant
for any other reason; (5) The necessity for the payment.

43.01.073 ———Voucher. Any state agency desiring to author-
ize such a refund shall file with the state treasurer a voucher nam-
ing the payee and giving full particulars as to the reason for the
refund and the fund in the treasury to which it was credited.

43.01.074 ——Warrant. Payment of such refunds shall be
by warrant issued by the state treasurer against the fund in the
state treasury to which the erroneous or excessive payment was
credited or from any other appropriation made for such refund.

43.01.075 —— Limitation where amount is two dollars or
less. No such refund shall be authorized by a state agency where
the amount is two dollars or less unless demand for the refund is
made within six months from the date the erroneous or excessive
payment was made.

43.01.090 Certain departments to pay housing cost. The director
of general administration, at the close of each quarterly period end-
ing March 31st, June 30th, September 30th, and December 31st,
shall bill each office, department, and activity financed in whole
or in part from funds other than the general fund, for payment of
its proportion of housing cost for the preceding quarter, the amount
so billed to be computed at rates established by the director of gen-
eral administration for each square foot of usable floor space as-
signed to or occupied by it: Provided, That this section shall not
be construed to prevent the director from allotting available unused
space to governmental agencies for temporary occupancy as deemed
in the public interest.

Upon receipt of such bill, each office, department, and activity
so financed shall cause a warrant or check in the amount thereof
to be drawn upon its operating fund, or other special or local fund
within its jurisdiction, in favor of the director, by whom the same
shall be deposited in the state treasury to the credit of the general
fund.

“Housing cost” means the expense of operating and maintain-
ing capitol buildings and grounds.

43.01.100 Application forms—Employment—Licenses—Mention
of race or religion prohibited. The inclusion of any question rela-
tive to an applicant’s race or religion in any application blank or
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form for employment or license required to be filled in and sub-
mitted by an applicant to any department, board, commission,
officer, agent, or employee of this state or the disclosure on any
license of the race or religion of the licensee is hereby prohibited.

43.01.110 Penalty for violation of RCW 43.01.100. Any person
who shall violate RCW 43.01.100 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

Chapter 43.03
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

43.03.010 Salaries of elective state officers. The annual salaries
of the following named state elected officials shall be: Governor,
thirty-two thousand five hundred dollars; lieutenant governor, ten
thousand dollars; secretary of state, fifteen thousand dollars; state
treasurer, fifteen thousand dollars; state auditor, sixteen thousand
five hundred dollars; attorney general, twenty-three thousand dol-
lars; superintendent of public instruction, twenty-two thousand
five hundred dollars; commissioner of public lands, twenty thousand
dollars; state insurance commissioner, sixteen thousand five hun-
dred dollars; members of the legislature shall receive for their ser-
vices twelve hundred dollars per annum, and in addition, ten cents
per mile for travel to and from legislative sessions: Provided, That
anyone appointed to fill any vacancy that may occur in either the
senate or house shall not receive any compensation for salary as
herein provided until such appointee shall have qualified for office
and shall have taken his oath of office at the next convening regular
or special session of the legislature,

43.03.020 Expenses of lieutenant governor acting as governor.
Whenever by reason of the absence from the state or the disability
of the governor, the lieutenant governor is called upon temporarily
to perform the duties of the office of governor, he shall be paid
upon his personal voucher therefor the sum of ten dollars per day
for expenses.

43.03.028 Governor’s advisory committee on salaries. There is
hereby created a committee to be known as the governor’s advisory
committee on salaries, to consist of seven members as follows: The
dean of the College of Business Administration of the University of
‘Washington; the dean of the School of Economics and Business of
‘Washington State University; the chairman of the State Personnel
Board; the president of the Association of Washington Industries;
the president of the Pacific Northwest Personnel Managers’ Associ-
ation; the president of the Washington State Bar Association, and
one representative from organized labor. The committee herein
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created shall study the duties and salaries of the directors of the
several departments and the members of the several boards and
commissions of state government who are subject to appointment
by the governor, the director of game, the director of highways, the
director of aeronautics, the director of parks and recreation, the
director of the veterans’ rehabilitation council and the statutory
assistant directors of all departments the executive head of which
is an individual appointed by the governor, and to recommend to
the governor the salaries to be fixed for each respective position.
Such recommendations shall be submitted to the governor in writ-
ing at least once in each fiscal biennium on such date as the governor
may designate.

The committee shall also make a study of the duties and salaries
of all state elective officials including members of the supreme and
superior courts and of the members of the legislature and report
to the governor and the legislative council not later than sixty
days prior to the convening of each regular session of the legis-
lature and recommend the salaries to be established for each posi-
tion by the legislature.

43.03.030 Increase or reduction of appointees’ compensation, (1)
Wherever the compensation of any appointive state officer or em-
ployee is fixed by statute, it may be hereafter increased or decreased
in the manner provided by law for the fixing of compensation of
other appointive state officers or employees; but this subsection
shall not apply to the heads of state departments.

(2) Wherever the compensation of any state officer appointed
by the governor, or of any employee in any office or department
under the control of any such officer, is fixed by statute, such com-
pensation may hereafter, from time to time, be changed by the
governor, and he shall have power to fix such compensation at any
amount not to exceed the amount fixed by statute.

43.03.040 Governor may fix salaries of department heads—Max-
imum. The directors of the several departments and members of the
several boards and commissions, who are subject to appointment
by the governor, the director of game, the director of highways,
the director of aeronautics, the director of parks and recreation,
the director of the veterans’ rehabilitation council and the statutory
assistant directors of all departments the executive head of which
is an individual appointed by the governor, shall each severally
receive such salaries, payable in monthly installments, as shall be
fixed by the governor, in an amount not to exceed the recommenda-
tions of the advisory committee on salaries created in RCW 43.03.028,
upon the basis of official responsibility.
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43.03.050 Subsistence allowance for officials and employees. The
heads of all state departments may prescribe per diem rates of
allowance, not exceeding twelve dollars in lieu of subsistence and
lodging in elective and appointive officials and state employees while
engaged on official business away from their designated posts of
duty, but within the state of Washington or an adjoining state, and
not exceeding twenty dollars per day while engaged on official busi-
ness elsewhere,

43.03.060 Automobile mileage allowance. Whenever it becomes
necessary for an elective or appointive official or employee of the
state to travel away from his designated post of duty while engaged
on official business, and it is found to be more advantageous and
economical to the state that he travel by a privately owned auto-
mobile rather than by a common carrier, he shall be allowed a mile-
age rate not to exceed eight cents a mile.

43.03.080 Minimum salaries of full time state employees. Each
full time employee of the state or of any office, department, or insti-
tution thereof, who has been actually employed on a full time basis
for not less than six months shall receive for his services such com-
pensation as may be prescribed by the head of the employing office,
department, or institution; but such compensation, however com-
puted, shall be not less than one hundred seventy-five dollars a
month.

Any such employee whose compensation includes subsistence
and lodging shall receive, in addition to such maintenance, however
computed, not less than one hundred and fourteen dollars per month.

43.03.090 Minimum salaries of part time employees. Each per-
son employed by the state or any office, department, or institution
thereof on a part time basis for such period shall receive for his
services such compensation as may be prescribed by the head of
the employing office, department, or institution, which shall be
determined on such proportional basis as will compensate the em-
ployee for time actually spent in the performance of his duties at
a rate of not less than one hundred dollars a month for full time
employment.

43.03.100 Exceptions. RCW 43.03.080 and 43.03.090 shall not
apply to teaching fellows, student employees, and student instrue-
tors in the state institutions of higher learning, or to student nurses,
student attendants, household maids, or common farm labor in the
state’s educational, charitable, eleemosynary, penal, and reform insti-
tutions, or to the state military department.

43.03.110 Moving expenses of employees. Whenever it is reason-
ably necessary to the successful performance of the required duty
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of a state office, commission, or department to transfer a deputy
or other employee from one station to another within the state,
thereby necessitating a change of such deputy’s or employee’s
domicile, upon securing the approval of the director of budget, it
shall be lawful for such office, commission, or department to move
such deputy’s or employee’s household goods and effects to the
new station at the expense of the state, or to defray the actual cost
of such removal by common carrier, or otherwise, at the expense
of the state, in which latter event reimbursement to the deputy or
employee shall be upon voucher submitted by him and approved by
the department head.

Chapter 43.06
GOVERNOR

43.06.010 General powers and duties. In addition to those pre-
scribed by the Constitution, the governor may exercise the powers
and perform the duties prescribed in this and the following sections:

(1) He shall supervise the conduct of all executive and minis-
terial offices;

(2) He shall see that all offices are filled, and the duties thereof
performed, or in default thereof, apply such remedy as the law
allows; and if the remedy is imperfect, acquaint the legislature
therewith at its next session;

(3) He shall make the appointments and supply the vacancies
mentioned in this title;

(4) He is the sole official organ of communication between the
government of this state and the government of any other state
or territory, or of the United States;

(5) Whenever any suit or legal proceeding is pending against
this state, or which may affect the title of this state to any property,
or which may result in any claim against the state, he may direct
the attorney general to appear on behalf of the state, and report
the same to him, or to any grand jury designated by him, or to the
legislature when next in session;

(6) He may require the attorney general or any prosecuting
attorney to inquire into the affairs or management of any corpora-
tion existing under the laws of this state, or doing business in this
state, and report the same to him, or to any grand jury designated
by him, or to the legislature when next in session;

(7) He may require the attorney general to aid any prosecuting
attorney in the discharge of his duties;

(8) He may offer rewards, not exceeding one thousand dollars
in each case, payable out of the state treasury, for the apprehension
of any person convicted of a felony who has escaped from the state
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prison or of any person who has committed or is charged with the
commission of a felony;

(9) He shall perform such duties respecting fugitives from jus-
tice as are prescribed by law;

(10) He shall issue and transmit election proclamations as pre-
scribed by law;

(11) He may require any officer or board to make, upon demand,
special reports to him, in writing;

(12) He may control or suppress riots or unlawful strikes, or
any unlawful assembly of ten or more persons, when by such riot,
unlawful strike, or unlawful assembly any persons are attempting
to commit a felony, or inciting others to commit such crime, or
any person or persons are in imminent danger of losing either life
or property. Before taking any such action, the governor shall
first notify and request the local authorities to suppress such riot,
unlawful strike, or unlawful assembly, and if they fail, refuse,
neglect, or are unable to do so, he shall issue his proclamation
commanding such persons to disperse and refrain from taking part
in or encouraging or inciting such riot, unlawful strike, or unlawful
assembly, and if thereafter such imminent danger still continues,
the governor shall proceed to suppress it by calling into action all
the force necessary to accomplish that purpose.

43.06.015 Interstate oil compact commission — Governor may
join. The governor is authorized, on behalf of the state of Wash-
ington, to join the interstate oil compact commission as an associ-
ate member and to become an active member thereof if and when
oil and gas are produced in Washington in commercial quantities
and to attend meetings and participate in the activities carried on
by said commission either in person or by a duly authorized
representative.

43.06.020 Records to be kept. The governor must cause to be
kept the following records:

First, a register of all pardons, commutations, executive paroles,
final discharges, and restorations of citizenship made by him;

Second, an account of all his disbursements of state moneys,
and of all rewards offered by him for the apprehension of criminals
and persons charged with crime;

Third, a register of all appointments made by him with date
of commission, name of appointee and name of predecessor, if any.

43.06.030 Appointments to senate for confirmation. On or before
the last five days of each biennial session of the legislature, the
governor must transmit to the senate a list of all appointments
made by him, and not before communicated to the senate for
confirmation.
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43.06.040 Lijeutenant governor acts in governor’s absence. If the
governor absents himself from the state, he shall, prior to his
departure, notify the lieutenant governor of his proposed absence,
and during such absence the lieutenant governor shall perform all
the duties of the governor.

43.06.050 Powers and duties of acting governor. Every provi-
sion of law in relation to the powers and duties of the governor,
and in relation to acts and duties to be performed by others towards
him, extends to the person performing for the time being the duties
of governor.

43.06.060 Expense of publishing proclamations. When the gov-
ernor is authorized or required by law to issue a proclamation, pay-
ment for publishing it shall be made out of the state treasury.

43.06.070 Removal of appointive officers. The governor may
remove from office any state officer appointed by him not liable
to impeachment, for incompetency, misconduct, or malfeasance in
office.

43.06.080 Statement of reasons to be filed. Whenever the gov-
ernor is satisfied that any officer not liable to impeachment has been
guilty of misconduct, or malfeasance in office, or is incompetent,
he shall file with the secretary of state a statement showing his
reasons, with his order of removal, and the secretary of state shall
forthwith send a certified copy of such order of removal and state-
ment of causes by registered mail to the last known post office
address of the officer in question.

43.06.090 Filling of vacancy. At the time of making any removal
from office, the governor shall appoint some proper person to fill
the office, who shall forthwith demand and receive from the officer
removed the papers, records, and property of the state pertaining
to the office, and shall perform the duties of the office and receive
the compensation thereof until his successor is appointed.

43.06.100 May sign notarial papers by proxy. The governor may
designate an executive assistant on his staff who shall have au-
thority to affix the governor’s signature to the commission issued
to any notary public or any other notarial paper requiring his signa-
ture. In affixing the governor’s signature, the person designated may
sign the governor’s name either personally in writing or by fac-
simile reproduction, followed by the word “by” and the original
signature of the person so designated. The governor’s signature so
affixed shall be valid for all purposes.
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Chapter 43.07
SECRETARY OF STATE

43.07.010 Official bond. The secretary of state must execute an
official bond to the state in the sum of ten thousand dollars, condi-
tioned for the faithful performance of the duties of his office,
and shall receive no pay until such bond, approved by the governor,
is filed with the state auditor.

43.07.020 Assistant and deputy secretary of state. The secretary
of state may have one assistant secretary of state and one deputy
secretary of state each of whom shall be appointed by him in writing,
and continue during his pleasure. The assistant secretary of state
and deputy secretary of state shall have the power to perform any
act or duty relating to the secretary of state’s office, that the secre-
tary of state has, and the secretary of state shall be responsible for
the acts of said assistant and deputy.

43.07.030 General duties. The secretary of state shall:

(1) Keep a register of and attest the official acts of the gov-
ernor;

(2) Affix the state seal, with his attestation, to commissions,
pardons, and other public instruments to which the signature of the
governor is required, and also attestations and authentications of
certificates and other documents properly issued by the secretary;

(3) Record in proper books all conveyances made to the state,
and all articles of incorporation, letters patent, deeds, certified
copies of franchises, or other papers filed in his office;

(4) Receive and file all the official bonds of officers required to
be filed with him;

(5) Take and file in his office receipts for all books distributed
by him;

(6) Certify to the legislature the election returns for all officers
required by the Constitution to be so certified, and certify to the
governor the names of all other persons who have received at
any election the highest number of votes for any office the incum-
bent of which is to be commissioned by the governor;

(7) Furnish, on demand, to any person paying the fees therefor,
a certified copy of all or any part of any law, record, or other
instrument filed, deposited, or recorded in his office;

(8) Present to the speaker of the house of representatives, at
the beginning of each regular session of the legislature, a full
account of all purchases made and expenses incurred by him on
account of the state;

[508]



SESSION LAWS, 1965. [CHu. 8.

(9) File in his office an impression of each and every seal
in use by any state officer, and furnish state officers with new seals
when necessary;

(10) Keep a fee book, in which must be entered all fees charged
or received by him, with the date, name of the payor, paid or
unpaid, and the nature of the services in each case, which must be
verified annually by his affidavit entered therein.

43.07.040 Custodian of state records. The secretary of state is
charged with the custody:

(1) Of all acts and resolutions passed by the legislature;

(2) Of the journals of the legislature;

(3) Of the seal of the state;

(4) Of all books, records, deeds, parchments, maps, and papers
required to be kept on deposit in his office pursuant to law;

(5) Of the enrolled copy of the Constitution.

43.07.050 Bureau of statistics—Secretary ex officio commis-
sioner. The secretary of state shall be ex officio commissioner of
statistics. He shall establish within his office, and under his imme-
diate supervision, a bureau to be known as the bureau of statistics,
agriculture and immigration.

43.07.060 Duties of commissioner. The commissioner shall col-
lect, assort, systematize and present in biennial reports to the legis-
lature, statistical details classified as follows:

(1) Agriculture;

(2) Immigration;

(3) Mechanical and manufacturing industries;

(4) Mining;

(5) Transportation on land and water;

(6) The amount of cash capital invested in lands, buildings,
machinery, materials, and means of production generally.

43.07.070 Officers to furnish data—Distribution of reports. All
state officers and the assessors of the various counties of the state
shall furnish, upon the written request of the commissioner, all
the information possible and necessary to assist in carrying out
the purposes of the bureau.

All printing required by the bureau in the discharge of its duty
shall be performed by the state printer at public expense, and at
the least three thousand copies of the printed biennial report shall
be furnished the commissioner for free distribution to the public.

43.07.080 Preparation of report. The commissioner of statistics
shall prepare for publication, from the reports of the county asses-
sors, chambers of commerce, boards of trade and other authentic
sources, a comprehensive report, setting forth the geography, to-
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pography, climate, natural and artificial resources of Washington,
its inland waters and adjacent seas, a knowledge of which would
tend to invite industrious, enterprising, intelligent people to remove
hither. It shall be the duty at all times of the bureau to promptly
answer all proper inquiries relative to the state of Washington re-
ceived by mail or otherwise from intending immigrants.

43.07.090 Power to obtain statistics. The commissioner shall
have the power to send for persons and papers whenever in his
opinion it is necessary, and he may examine witnesses under oath,
being hereby qualified to administer the same in the performance of
his duty, and the testimony so taken must be filed and preserved
in his office. He shall have free access to all places and works of
labor, and any principal, owner, operator, manager, or lessee of
any mine, factory, workshop, warehouse, manufacturing or mercan-
tile establishment, or any agent or employee of any such principal,
owner, operator, manager, or lessee, who shall refuse to the com-
missioner or his duly authorized representative admission therein,
or who shall, when requested by him, wilfully neglect or refuse to
furnish him any statistics or information pertaining to his lawful
duties which may be in the possession or under the control of said
principal, owner, operator, lessee, manager, or agent thereof, shall
be punished by a fine of not less than fifty nor more than two hun-
dred dollars.

43.07.100 Information confidential—Penalty. No use shall be
made in the report of the bureau of the names of individuals, firms,
or corporations supplying the information called for by these sec-
tions, such information being deemed confidential and not for the
purpose of disclosing any person’s affairs; and any agent or employee
of said bureau violating this provision shall upon conviction thereof
be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, or by
imprisonment in the county jail not to exceed six months.

43.07.110 Deputy commissioner. The commissioner shall appoint
a deputy commissioner, who shall act in his absence, and the deputy
shall receive the sum of twelve hundred dollars per annum to be
paid by the state treasurer in the same manner as other state
officers are paid; the sum allowed for deputy and other incidental
expenses of the bureau shall not exceed the sum of three thousand
dollars any one year. The commissioner shall have authority
to employ one person to act as immigration agent, which agent
shall reside in such city as said commissioner may designate, and
he shall be provided with such literature and incidental accessories
as in his judgment may be necessary.
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43.07.120 Fees. The secretary of state shall collect the fees
herein prescribed for his official services:

(1) For a copy of any law, resolution, record, or other document
or paper on file in his office, fifty cents per page for the first ten
pages and twenty-five cents per page for each additional page;

(2) For any certificate under seal, two dollars;

(3) For filing and recording trademark, ten dollars;

(4) For each deed or patent of land issued by the governor, if
for one hundred and sixty acres of land, or less, one dollar, and for
each additional one hundred and sixty acres, or fraction thereof,
one dollar;

(5) For recording miscellaneous records, papers, or other docu-
ments, five dollars for filing each case.

No member of the legislature, state officer, judge of the supreme
court or of a superior court, shall be charged for any search relative
to matters pertaining to the duties of his office; nor may he be
charged for a certified copy of any law or resolution passed by the
legislature relative to his official duties, if such law has not been
published as a state law.

All fees herein enumerated must be collected in advance.

Chapter 43.08
STATE TREASURER

43.08.010 General duties. The state treasurer shall:

(1) Receive and keep all moneys of the state in the manner pro-
vided in RCW 43.88.160, as now or hereafter amended;

(2) Disburse the public moneys only upon warrants or checks
drawn upon the treasurer in the manner provided by law;

(3) Account for moneys in the manner provided by law;

(4) Render accounts in the manner provided by law;

(5) Indorse on each warrant when required by law, the date of
payment, the amount of the principal, and the interest due on that
date;

(6) Report to each house of the legislature, within ten days
after the commencement of each regular session, a detailed state-
ment of the condition of the treasury, and of its operations for the
preceding fiscal year;

(7) Give information, in writing, to either house of the legisla-
ture, whenever required, upon any subject connected with the
treasury, or touching any duty of his office;

(8) Account for and pay over all moneys on hand to his succes-
sor in office, and deliver all books, vouchers, and effects of office
to him, who shall receipt therefor;
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(9) Upon payment of any warrant, or check, take upon the
back thereof the indorsement of the person to whom it is paid.

43.08.020 Residence—Bond—OQath. The state treasurer shall re-
side and keep his office at the seat of government. Before entering
upon his duties, he shall execute and deliver to the secretary of state
a bond to the state in the sum of two hundred and fifty thousand
dollars, to be approved by the secretary of state and one of the
judges of the supreme court, conditioned to pay all moneys at such
times as required by law, and for the faithful performance of all
duties required of him by law. He shall take an oath of office, to be
indorsed on his commission, and file a copy thereof, together with
the bond, in the office of the secretary of state.

43.08.030 Seal. The treasurer shall keep a seal of office for the
authentication of all papers, writings, and documents required to be
certified by him.

43.08.040 Administration of oaths. The treasurer may administer
all oaths required by law in matters pertaining to the duties of his
office.

43.08.050 Records and accounts—Public inspection. All the
books, papers, letters, and transactions pertaining to the office of
treasurer shall be open for the inspection of a committee of the
legislature to examine or settle all accounts, and to count all money;
and to the inspection of the public generally during office hours;
and when the successor of any treasurer is elected and qualified, the
state auditor shall examine and settle all the accounts of the treas-
urer remaining unsettled, and give him a certified statement show-
ing the balance of moneys, securities, and effects for which he is
accountable, which have been delivered to his successor, and report
the same to the legislature.

43.08.060 Duplicate receipts. All persons required by law to
pay any moneys into the state treasury, or to transmit any public
funds to the state treasurer on state accounts, shall, at the time
of making such payments or transmissions, notify the budget direc-
tor thereof, specifying the amount and date of such payment, and
for what particular fund or account.

For all sums of money so paid the state treasurer shall forthwith
give duplicate receipts under his seal of office, one of which he
shall deposit with the budget director; who shall credit the payor
accordingly, and charge the treasurer with the amount. The other
receipt the treasurer shall transmit to the payor.

43.08.062 Warrants—Presentation—Cancellation. All warrants
drawn on the state treasury shall be presented for payment within
five years after the date of the issue thereof.
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Should the payee or legal holder of any warrant fail to present
it for payment within the time specified, the state treasurer shall
enter the same as canceled on the books of his office.

Should the payee or legal owner of any canceled warrant pres-
sent it for payment after the lapse of five years from the date of
issue, the state treasurer may, upon proper showing by affidavit
and the delivery of the canceled warrant into his possession, issue a
new warrant in lieu thereof, and the state treasurer is authorized to
pay the new warrant.

43.08.064 Duplicate warrants. In case of the loss or destruction
of a state warrant issued by the state treasurer for the payment of
any moneys out of the state treasury, the treasurer may issue a
duplicate in lieu thereof, bearing the same number, class, or desig-
nation in all respects and for the same amount as the original. The
issue of a duplicate warrant shall be subject to the provisions of
RCW 43.08.062.

43.08.066 ————Conditions on issuance. Before a duplicate
warrant is issued, the state treasurer shall require the person mak-
ing application for its issue to file in his office a written affidavit
specifically alleging on oath that he is the proper owner, payee, or
legal representative of such owner or payee of the original warrant,
giving the date of issue, the number, amount, and for what services
or claim the original warrant was issued, and that the same has been
lost or destroyed, and has not been paid; and to give a bond, with
one or more sufficient sureties, conditioned to save the state harmless
from the payment of the original warrant, and the payment of all
costs and charges on account thereof.

43.08.068 Record of lost or destroyed warrants. The state treas-
urer shall keep a full and complete record of all warrants alleged
to have been lost or destroyed, and of the issue of any duplicate
therefor; and upon the issuance of any duplicate, he shall enter
upon the books of his office the cancellation of the original warrant.

43.08.070 Warrants—Indorsement—Interest. Upon the presenta-
tion of any state warrant to the state treasurer, if there are no funds
in the state treasury, he shall endorse on the warrant, “Not paid
for want of funds,” with the day and date of presentation, and the
warrant shall draw legal interest from that date until paid.

43.08.080 Call of warrants. When the state treasurer has suffi-
cient money on hand to pay warrants exceeding three thousand
dollars, and the warrants are not presented for payment, he shall
advertise in some weekly newspaper at the seat of government
having the largest circulation in the state, for two weeks, stating
the amount of money on hand, and the number of warrants he is
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prepared to pay; and if such warrants are not presented for payment
within ten days after the publication of the notice, the warrants
shall not draw interest after that date.

43.08.090 Fiscal agent for state. The state treasurer shall be ex
officio the fiscal agent of the state.

43.08.100 Duties of fiscal agent. The fiscal agent of the state
shall receive all moneys due the state from any other state or from
the federal government, take all necessary steps for the collection
thereof, and apply the same to the funds to which they belong. He
shall collect from time to time all moneys that may accrue to the
state by virtue of section 13 of the enabling act, or from any other
source not otherwise provided for by law.

43.08.110 Fiscal agent’s receipts. The fiscal agent shall issue
the necessary receipts for all moneys collected, and such receipts
shall show the date when paid, the amount, from whom received,
and on what account the money was collected.

One or more copies of such receipt shall be given to the persons
from whom the money was received, and one copy shall be given
to the budget director.

43.08.120 Assistant—Deputy—Bonds — Responsibility for acts.
The state treasurer may appoint an assistant state treasurer, who
shall have the power to perform any act or duty which may be per-
formed by the state treasurer, and in case of a vacancy in the office
of state treasurer, perform the duties of the office until the vacancy
is filled as provided by law.

The state treasurer may appoint a deputy state treasurer, who
shall have the power to perform any act or duty which may be per-
formed by the state treasurer.

The assistant state treasurer and the deputy state treasurer shall
hold office at the pleasure of the state treasurer and shall, before
entering upon the duties of their office, take and subscribe, and
file with the secretary of state, the oath of office provided by law
for other state officers, and shall give surety bonds in such sum
as the state treasurer deems sufficient for the faithful performance
of their duties, which shall be approved and filed as other state
officials’ bonds.

The state treasurer shall be responsible on his official bond for
all official acts of the assistant state treasurer and the deputy state
treasurer.

43.08.130 Wrongful refusal to pay warrants—Penalty. If the state
treasurer wilfully refuses to pay any warrant lawfully drawn upon
him or knowingly pays any warrant otherwise than as provided by
law, he shall forfeit and pay fourfold the amount thereof to any
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person injured thereby, to be recovered by action against the treas-
urer and the sureties on his official bond.

43.08.140 Embezzlement—Penalty. If any person holding the
office of state treasurer fails to account for and pay over all moneys
in his hands in accordance with law, or unlawfully converts to
his own use in any way whatever, or uses by way of investment in
any kind of property, or loans without authority of law, any portion
of the public money intrusted to him for safekeeping, transfer, or
disbursement, or unlawfully converts to his own use any money that
comes into his hands by virtue of his office, he shall be guilty of
embezzlement, and upon conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned
in the penitentiary not exceeding fourteen years, and fined a sum
equal to the amount embezzled.

43.08.150 Monthly financial report. On or before the tenth day
after the close of each calendar month, the state treasurer shall
prepare three hundred printed copies of a report as to the state
of the general fund and separately as to each and every other fund
under his control itemized as to:

(1) The amount in the fund at the close of business at the end
of the preceding month;

(2) The amount of revenue deposited or transferred to the credit
of each fund during the current month;

(8) The amount of withdrawals or transfers from each fund
during the current month; and

(4) The amount on hand in each fund at the close of business at
the end of the current month.

One copy of each report shall be mailed on or before the fifteenth
day of the reporting month to each member of the state legislature
and to each elected state officer. The remaining copies shall be dis-
tributed to those requesting them so long as the supply lasts.

43.08.160 Report to be printed. The state treasurer shall cause
all such reports to be printed as other public documents are printed
and the approval of no other officer of the state shall be necessary
in carrying out the purposes of RCW 43.08.150.

Chapter 43.09
STATE AUDITOR
GENERALLY

43.09.010 Residence—Office — Bond—Qath. The state auditor
shall reside and keep his office at the seat of government. Before
entering upon his duties he shall execute and deliver to the secre-
tary of state a bond to the state in the sum of fifty thousand dollars,
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to be approved by the governor, conditioned for the faithful per-
formance of all duties required of him by law. He shall take an
oath of office before any person authorized to administer oaths, and
file a copy thereof, together with his bond, in the office of the secre-
tary of state.

43.09.020 Auditor of public accounts—Books and records open
to public. The auditor shall be auditor of public accounts, and shall
have such powers and perform such duties in connection therewith
as may be prescribed by law.

All books, papers, letters, and transactions pertaining to the
office of state auditor shall be open to the inspection of the public
generally during office hours.

43.09.030 Assistant—Powers—Bond—Oath. The state auditor
may appoint an assistant state auditor, who may perform any act
or duty of the state auditor, and in case of a vacancy in the office
of state auditor, he shall perform the duties of the office until the
vacancy is filled as provided by law.

The assistant state auditor shall subscribe to and file the oath
of office provided by law for other state officers before entering
upon the performance of his duties.

The state auditor shall be liable under his official bond for all
the official acts of the assistant state auditor, and may revoke such
appointment at his pleasure, and may require such assistant to
furnish a bond in such sum as the auditor may determine, which
shall be made, approved and filed as other state officials’ bonds.
The assistant state auditor shall be liable on such bond for any
malfeasance or misfeasance in his office.

In case action is brought against the state auditor for the official
acts of the assistant state auditor, the auditor shall be subrogated
to the rights of the state on the bond of the assistant state auditor,
and may maintain action thereon.

43.09.040 Deputy—Oath. The state auditor may appoint such
deputies as he shall deem necessary, who, before entering upon
their duties, shall take and subscribe an oath faithfully to perform
the duties of such office, which oath shall be endorsed on the ap-
pointment and filed in the office of the secretary of state. The
appointment may be revoked at the pleasure of the state auditor.
The state auditor shall be liable on his official bond for all official
acts of his deputies. Deputies shall be paid such salaries as the state
auditor may determine,

43.09.050 General duties of auditor. The auditor shall:

(1) Audit, adjust, and settle all claims against the state, payable
out of the treasury, except such as are expressly required by law
to be audited and settled by other persons;
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(2) Audit, settle, and adjust the accounts of all collectors of the
revenue and other holders of public money required by law to
pay the same into the treasury;

(3) In his discretion, inspect the books of any person charged
with the receipt, safekeeping, and disbursement of public moneys;

(4) Direct prosecutions in the name of the state for all official
delinquencies in relation to the assessment, collection, and payment
of the revenue, against all persons who, by any means, become
possessed of public money or property, and fail to pay over or
deliver the same, and against all debtors of the state;

(5) Give information in writing to the legislature, whenever
required, upon any subject relating to the financial affairs of the
state, or touching any duties of his office;

(6) Require all persons who have received any moneys belong-
ing to the state, and have not accounted therefor, to settle their
accounts and make payment thereof;

(7) In his discretion, require any person presenting an account
for settlement to be sworn before him, and to answer, orally or in
writing, as to any facts relating to it;

(8) Authenticate with his official seal papers issued from his
office;

(9) Make his official report biennially, on or before the 31st
of December, in each year, preceding the meeting of the legislature.

43.09.090 Advances. If any officer or department of the state
files with the auditor a surety company bond satisfactory to the
auditor, and conditioned for the proper accounting for, and legal
expenditure of, any moneys to be advanced, the treasurer may from
time to time advance to such officer or department, out of the ap-
propriation for the expenses of such officer or department, such
amounts as he deems advisable, not exceeding the principal of such
bond, and in no event exceeding two thousand dollars: Provided,
That the advances by the state treasurer to the state penitentiary
and state reformatory to be expended by the superintendents to
supply the needs of inmates who are released from custody, as
provided by law, shall be in amounts not to exceed five thousand
dollars.

43.09.160 Claims against state—Time for presenting—Setoff in
actions by state. All persons having claims against the state shall
exhibit the same, with the evidence in support thereof, to the auditor,
to be audited, settled, and allowed, within two years after the claims
accrued, and not afterwards. In all actions brought in behalf of
the state, no debt or claim shall be allowed against the state as a
setoff, but such as has been exhibited to the auditor, and by him
allowed or disallowed, except only in cases where it is proved to
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the satisfaction of the court that the defendant at the time of trial
is in possession of vouchers which he could not produce to the
auditor, or that he was prevented from exhibiting the claim to the
auditor by absence from the state, sickness, or unavoidable accident.

43.09.170 May administer oaths. The auditor may administer all
oaths required by law in matters pertaining to the duties of his office.

43.09.180 Seal—Copies of documents as evidence. The auditor
shall keep a seal of office for the identification of all papers, writings,
and documents required by law to be certified by him, and copies
authenticated and certified of all papers and documents lawfully
deposited in his office shall be received in evidence with the same
effect as the originals.

MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS

43.09.190 Division of municipal corporations. There shall be in
the office of the state auditor a division to be known as the division
of municipal corporations, the principal officer of which shall be
the state auditor. He may appoint and deputize an assistant to be
known as chief examiner to have charge of the division, subject to
the supervision and control of the state auditor.

43.09.200 Uniform system of accounting. The state auditor,
through such division, shall formulate, prescribe, and install a
system of accounting and reporting, which shall be uniform for
every public institution, and every public office, and every public
account of the same class.

The system shall exhibit true accounts and detailed statements
of funds collected, received, and expended for account of the public
for any purpose whatever, and by all public officers, employees, or
other persons.

The accounts shall show the receipt, use, and disposition of all
public property, and the income, if any, derived therefrom; all
sources of public income, and the amounts due and received from
each source; all receipts, vouchers, and other documents kept, or
required to be kept, necessary to isolate and prove the validity
of every transaction; all statements and reports made or required
to be made, for the internal administration of the office to which
they pertain; and all reports published or required to be published,
for the information of the people regarding any and all details of
the financial administration of public affairs.

43.09.210 Separate accounts for each fund or activity. Separate
accounts shall be kept for every appropriation or fund of a taxing
or legislative body showing date and manner of each payment made
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therefrom, the name, address, and vocation of each person, organ-
ization, corporation, or association to whom paid, and for what
purpose paid.

Separate accounts shall be kept for each department, public
improvement, undertaking, institution, and public service industry
under the jurisdiction of every taxing body.

All service rendered by, or property transferred from, one de-
partment, public improvement, undertaking, institution, or public
service industry to another, shall be paid for at its true and full
value by the department, public improvement, undertaking, insti-
tution, or public service industry receiving the same, and no depart-
ment, public improvement, undertaking, institution, or public
service industry shall benefit in any financial manner whatever
by an appropriation or fund made for the support of another.

All unexpended balances of appropriations shall be transferred
to the fund from which appropriated, whenever the account with
an appropriation is closed.

43.09.220 Separate accounts for public service industries, Sep-
arate accounts shall be kept for every public service industry, which
shall show the true and entire cost of the ownership and operation
thereof, the amount collected annually by general or special taxation
for service rendered to the public, and the amount and character
of the service rendered therefor, and the amount collected annually
from private users for service rendered to them, and the amount
and character of the service rendered therefor.

43.09.230 Annual reports—Comparative statistics. The state
auditor shall require from every taxing district, and public institu-
tion, financial reports covering the full period of each fiscal year,
in accordance with the forms and methods prescribed by him,
which shall be uniform for all accounts of the same class.

Such reports shall be prepared, certified, and filed with the
division within thirty days after the close of each fiscal year, by
the auditing department of the taxing district or public institution.

The reports shall contain accurate statements, in summarized
form, of all collections made, or receipts received, by the officers
from all sources; all accounts due the public treasury, but not
collected; and all expenditures for every purpose, and by what
authority authorized; and also: (1) A statement of all costs of
ownership and operation, and of all income, of each and every public
service industry owned and operated by a municipality; (2) a
statement of the entire public debt of every taxing district, to which
power has been delegated by the state to create a public debt,
showing the purpose for which each item of the debt was created,
and the provisions made for the payment thereof; (3) a classified
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statement of all receipts and expenditures by any public institution;
together with such other information as may be required by the
state auditor.

The reports shall be certified as to their correctness by the
state auditor, his deputies, or other person legally authorized to
make such certificate.

Their substance shall be published in an annual volume of com-
parative statistics, which shall be issued for each class of accounts,
at the expense of the state, as a public document, and shall be sub-
mitted by the state auditor to the governor for transmittal to the

legislature at the next regular session, or at a special session when
required.

43.09.240 Public officers and employees—Duty to account and
report—Removal from office—Deposit of collections. Every public
officer and employee shall keep all accounts of his office in the form
prescribed and make all reports required by the state auditor. Any
public officer or employee who refuses or wilfully neglects to per-
form such duties shall be subject to removal from office in an ap-
propriate proceeding for that purpose brought by the attorney
general or by any prosecuting attorney.

Every public officer and employee, whose duty it is to collect
or receive payments due or for the use of the public shall deposit
such moneys collected or received by him with the treasurer of
the taxing district once every twenty-four consecutive hours.

In case a public officer or employee collects or receives funds
for the account of a taxing district of which he is an officer or em-
ployee, he shall, on Saturday of each week, pay to the proper
officer of the taxing district for the account of which the collec-
tion was made or payment received, the full amount collected or
received during the current week for the account of the district.

43.09.250 Appointment of examiners. After the auditor has
formulated and installed the system of uniform accounting in any
or all classes of public offices, he may appoint additional assistants
as required, who shall be known as state examiners.

43.09.260 Examination of taxing districts—Reports—Action by
attorney general. The state auditor, the chief examiner, and every
state examiner shall have power by himself or by any person
legally appointed to perform the service, to examine into all finan-
cial affairs of every public office and officer.

The examination of the financial affairs of townships, cities and
towns, and school districts shall be made at least once in every
two years; all other examinations shall be made at least once a
year,
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On every such examination, inquiry shall be made as to the
financial condition and resources of the taxing district; whether
the Constitution and laws of the state, the ordinances and orders
of the taxing district, and the requirements of the division of mu-
nicipal corporations have been properly complied with; and into
the methods and accuracy of the accounts and reports.

The state auditor, his deputies, every state examiner and every
person legally appointed to perform such service, may issue sub-
poenas and compulsory process and direct the service thereof by
any constable or sheriff, compel the attendance of witnesses and
the production of books and papers before him at any designated
time and place, and may administer oaths.

When any person summoned to appear and give testimony ne-
glects or refuses so to do, or neglects or refuses to answer any
question that may be put to him touching any matter under exam-
ination, or to produce any books or papers required, the person
making such examination shall apply to a superior court judge
of the proper county to issue a subpoena for the appearance of
such person before him; and the judge shall order the issuance of
a subpoena for the appearance of such person forthwith before
him to give testimony; and if any person so summoned fails to
appear, or appearing, refuses to testify, or to produce any books
or papers required, he shall be subject to like proceedings and pen-
alties for contempt as witnesses in the superior court. Wilful false
swearing in any such examination shall be perjury and punishable
as such.

A report of such examination shall be made in triplicate, one
copy to be filed in the office of the state auditor, one in the audit-
ing department of the taxing district reported upon, and one in
the office of the attorney general. If any such report discloses mal-
feasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance in office on the part of any
public officer or employee, within thirty days from the receipt of
his copy of the report, the attorney general shall institute, in the
proper county, such legal action as is proper in the premises by
civil process and prosecute the same to final determination to carry
into effect the findings of the examination.

It shall be unlawful for the county commissioners or any board
or officer to make a settlement or compromise of any claim arising
out of such malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance, or any action
commenced therefor, or for any court to enter upon any compro-
mise or settlement of such action, without the written approval
and consent of the attorney general and the state auditor.

43.09.270 Expense of division, how paid. The expense of main-
taining and operating the division shall be paid out of the state
general fund: Provided, That those expenses directly related to the
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prescribing of accounting systems, and field audit supervision, shall
be considered as expenses of auditing public accounts within the
meaning of RCW 43.09.280, and shall be prorated for that purpose
equally among all entities directly affected by such service.

43.09.280 Expense of examination, how paid. The expense of
auditing public accounts shall be borne by each entity subject to
such audit for the auditing of all accounts under its jurisdiction
and the state auditor shall certify the expense of such audit to the
fiscal or warrant-issuing officer of such entity, who shall immedi-
ately make payment to the division of municipal corporations:
Provided, That no expense of classification “Auditor I” may be so
certified. If the expense as certified is not paid by any taxing dis-
trict within thirty days from the date of certification, the state
auditor may certify the expense to the auditor of the county in
which the taxing district is situated, who shall promptly issue his
warrant on the county treasurer payable out of the current expense
fund of the county, which fund, except as to auditing the financial
affairs and making inspection and examination of the county, shall
be reimbursed by the county auditor out of the money due said
taxing district at the next monthly settlement of the collection of
taxes and shall be transferred to the current expense fund.

43.09.282 Municipal revolving fund. To facilitate the collection
and expenditure of funds for auditing municipal corporations there
is hereby created a fund entitled the municipal revolving fund.
The state treasurer shall be custodian of the fund. All moneys
received by the division of municipal corporations or by any officer
or employee thereof shall be deposited with the state treasurer, to
be credited to the municipal revolving fund. Such fund shall be
administered by the division of municipal corporations and shall
be used for payment of the expenses of auditing public accounts.

Departmental Audits

43.09.290 Post-audit of state departments—Definitions. For the
purposes of RCW 43.09.290 through 43.09.340 post-audit means an
annual audit of the books, records, funds, and financial transactions
of a state department for a complete fiscal period; pre-audit means
all other audits and examinations; state department means elec-
tive officers and offices, and every other office, officer, department,
board, council, committee, commission, authority, or agency of
the state government now existing or hereafter created, supported,
wholly or in part, by appropriations from the state treasury or funds
under its control, or by the levy, assessment, collection, or receipt
of fines, penalties, fees, licenses, sales of commodities, service
charges, rentals, grants-in-aid, or other income provided by law,
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and all state educational, penal, reformatory, charitable, eleemosy-
nary, or other institutions, supported, wholly or in part, by appro-
priations from the state treasury or funds under its control.

43.09.300 Division of departmental audits—Chief examiner.
There shall be in the office of the state auditor a division to be
known as the division of departmental audits. The state auditor
may appoint and deputize an assistant to be known as chief exam-
iner, who shall have charge and supervision of the division and
who may, with the approval of the state auditor, appoint and em-
ploy such state examiners and clerical assistants as may be neces-
sary to carry out the duties of the division.

43.09.310 Annual audit—Reports—Filing. The state auditor,
through the division of departmental audits, shall make a post-
audit of every state department at least once each year. A report
of each post-audit upon completion thereof, shall be made in quin-
tuplicate, and one copy shall be transmitted to the governor, one
to the director of budget, one to the attorney general, one to the
state department audited, and one shall be kept on file in the office
of the state auditor.

43.09.320 Expense, how paid. The expenses incurred in making
post-audits shall be paid from an appropriation from the general
fund provided by law for that purpose.

43.09.330 Authority of officials in making audits—Action by
attorney general. The state auditor, the chief examiner, and every
state examiner of the division of departmental audits, for the pur-
pose of making post-audits, may issue subpoenas and compulsory
process and direct the service thereof by any constable or sheriff
to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of books
and papers before him at any designated time and place, and may
administer oaths.

If any person summoned neglects or refuses to appear, or neglects
or refuses to answer any question that may be put to him touching
any matter under audit, or to produce any books or papers required,
the person making such audit shall apply to a superior court judge
of the county where the hearing arose to issue a subpoena for the
appearance of such person before him; and the judge shall order
the issuance of a subpoena for the appearance of such person forth-
with before him to give testimony; and if any person so summoned
fails to appear, or appearing refuses to testify or to produce any
books or papers required, he shall be subject to like proceedings
and penalties for contempt as witnesses in the superior court. Wilful
false swearing in any such examination shall be perjury and pun-
ishable as such.
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If any audit discloses malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance
in office on the part of any public officer or employee, within
thirty days from the receipt of his copy of the report, the attorney
general shall institute and prosecute in the proper county, appro-
priate legal action to carry into effect the findings of such post-
audit. It shall be unlawful for any state department or the respon-
sible head thereof, to make a settlement or compromise of any claim
arising out of such malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance, or
any action commenced therefor, or for any court to enter upon
any compromise or settlement of such action without the written
approval and consent of the attorney general and the state auditor.

43.09.340 Audit of books of state auditor. The governor may,
from time to time, provide for a post-audit of the books, accounts,
and records of the state auditor, and the funds under his control,
to be made either by independent qualified public accountants or
the director of budget, as he may determine. The expense of mak-
ing such audit shall be paid from appropriations made therefor
from the general fund.

43.09.350 Record of state property. The state auditor shall in-
stall and maintain in his office on forms to be furnished by the
director of budget, and in accordance with classifications prescribed
by that officer, a controlling ledger in which shall be entered the
valuations of all property, real, personal, and mixed, owned by the
state, and keep such ledger continually posted as capital outlays
are made by the various officers, institutions, and departments of
the state government, and once each year enter therein and charge
such depreciation as may be required by uniform system of accounts
to be prescribed by the director of budget.

Chapter 43.10
ATTORNEY GENERAL

43.10.010 Qualifications—Qath—Bond. No person shall be eligi-
ble to be attorney general unless he is a qualified practitioner of
the supreme court of this state.

Before entering upon the duties of his office, any person elected
or appointed attorney general shall take, subscribe, and file the
oath of office as required by law, and execute and file with the
secretary of state, a bond to the state, in the sum of five thousand
dollars, with sureties to be approved by the governor, conditioned
for the faithful performance of his duties and the paying over of
all moneys, as provided by law.

43.10.020 Additional bond—Penalty for failure to furnish. If
the governor deems any bond filed by the attorney general insuf-
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ficient, he may require an additional bond for any amount not
exceeding five thousand dollars.

If any attorney general fails to give such additional bond as
required by the governor within twenty days after notice in writ-
ing of such requirement, his office may be declared vacant by the
governor and filled as provided by law.

43.10.030 General powers and duties. The attorney general shall:

(1) Appear for and represent the state before the supreme court
in all cases in which the state is interested;

(2) Institute and prosecute all actions and proceedings for, or
for the use of the state, which may be necessary in the execution
of the duties of any state officer;

(3) Defend all actions and proceedings against any state officer
in his official capacity, in any of the courts of this state or the United
States;

(4) Consult with and advise the several prosecuting attorneys
in matters relating to the duties of their office, and when the inter-
ests of the state require, he shall attend the trial of any person
accused of a crime, and assist in the prosecution;

(5) Consult with and advise the governor, members of the legis-
lature and other state officers, and when requested, give written
opinions upon all constitutional or legal questions relating to the
duties of such officers;

(6) Prepare proper drafts of contracts and other instruments
relating to subjects in which the state is interested;

(7) Give written opinions, when requested by either branch of
the legislature, or any committee thereof, upon constitutional or
legal questions;

(8) Enforce the proper application of funds appropriated for
the public institutions of the state, and prosecute corporations for
failure or refusal to make the reports required by law;

(9) Keep in proper books a record of all cases prosecuted or
defended by him, on behalf of the state or its officers, and of all
proceedings had in relation thereto, and deliver the same to his
successor in office;

(10) Keep books in which he shall record all the official opinions
given by him during his term of office, and deliver the same to his
successor in office;

(11) Pay into the state treasury all moneys received by him for
the use of the state.

43.10.040 Representation of boards, commissions and agencies.
The attorney general shall also represent the state and all officials,
departments, boards, commissions and agencies of the state in the
courts, and before all administrative tribunals or bodies of any
nature, in all legal or quasi legal matters, hearings, or proceedings,
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and advise all officials, departments, boards, commissions, or agen-
cies of the state in all matters involving legal or quasi legal ques-
tions, except those declared by law to be the duty of the prosecuting
attorney of any county.

43.10.050 Authority to execute appeal and other bonds. The
attorney general may execute, on behalf of the state, any appeal
or other bond required to be given by the state in any judicial pro-
ceeding to which it is a party in any court, and procure sureties
thereon.

43.10.060 Appointment and authority of assistants. The attorney
general may appoint necessary assistants, who shall hold office at
his pleasure, and who shall have the power to perform any act
which the attorney general is authorized by law to perform.

43.10.065 Employment of attorneys and employees to transact
state’s legal business. The attorney general may employ or dis-
charge attorneys and employees to transact for the state, its depart-
ments, officials, boards, commissions, and agencies, all business of
a legal or quasi legal nature, except those declared by law to be
the duty of the judge of any court, or the prosecuting attorney of
any county.

43.10.067 Employment of attorneys by others restricted. No
officer, director, administrative agency, board, or commission of
the state, other than the attorney general, shall employ, appoint
or retain in employment any attorney for any administrative body,
department, commission, agency, or tribunal or any other person to
act as attorney in any legal or quasi legal capacity in the exercise
of any of the powers or performance of any of the duties specified
by law to be performed by the attorney general, except where it
is provided by law to be the duty of the judge of any court or the
prosecuting attorney of any county to employ or appoint such
persons: Provided, That RCW 43.10.040, and RCW 43.10.065 through
43.10.080 shall not apply to the administration of the judicial coun-
cil, the state law library, the law school of the state university, or
the administration of the state bar act by the Washington State
Bar Association.

The authority granted by chapter 1.08 RCW, RCW 44.24.050, and
RCW 44.28.140 shall not be affected hereby.

43.10.070 Compensation of assistants, attorneys and employees.
The attorney general shall fix the compensation of all assistants,
attorneys, and employees, and in the event they are assigned to
any department, board, or commission, such department, board, or
commission shall pay the compensation as fixed by the attorney
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general, not however in excess of the amount made available to
the department by law for legal services.

43.10.080 Employment of experts, technicians. The attorney
general may employ such skilled experts, scientists, technicians, or
other specially qualified persons as he deems necessary to aid him in
the preparation or trial of actions or proceedings.

43.10.090 Criminal investigations—Supervision. Upon the writ-

ten request of the governor the attorney general shall investigate
violations of the criminal laws within this state.
. If, after such investigation, the attorney general believes that
the criminal laws are improperly enforced in any county, and that
the prosecuting attorney of the county has failed or neglected to
institute and prosecute violations of such criminal laws, either gen-
erally or with regard to a specific offense or class of offenses, the
attorney general shall direct the prosecuting attorney to take such
action in connection with any prosecution as the attorney general
determines to be necessary and proper.

If any prosecuting attorney, after the receipt of such instructions
from the attorney general, fails or neglects to comply therewith
within a reasonable time, the attorney general may initiate and
prosecute such criminal actions as he shall determine. In connec-
tion therewith, the attorney general shall have the same powers as
would otherwise be vested in the prosecuting attorney.

From the time the attorney general has initiated or taken over
a criminal prosecution, the prosecuting attorney shall not have
power or authority to take any legal steps relating to such prose-
cution, except as authorized or directed by the attorney general.

43.10.100 Biennial report. The attorney general shall prepare
and report to the governor and the legislature, at or before the con-
vening of each biennial session, a concise statement of all matters
pertaining to his official duties, making such suggestions for lessen-
ing the public expenses and promoting frugality in the public offices
as he deems expedient and proper.

43.10.110 Other powers and duties. The attorney general shall
have the power and it shall be his duty to perform any other duties
that are, or may from time to time be required of him by law.

Chapter 43.12
COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC LANDS

43.12.010 Powers and duties—Generally., The commissioner of
public lands shall exercise such powers and perform such duties
as are prescribed by law.
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Chapter 43.17
ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES—
GENERAL PROVISIONS

43.17.010 Departments created. There shall be departments of
the state government which shall be known as (1) the department
of public assistance, (2) the department of institutions, (3) the
department of health, (4) the department of conservation, (5) the
department of labor and industries, (6) the department of agricul-
ture, (7) the department of licenses, (8) the department of fisheries,
(9) the department of game, (10) the department of highways, (11)
the department of general administration and (12) the department
of commerce and economic development, which shall be charged
with the execution, enforcement, and administration of such laws,
and invested with such powers and required to perform such duties,
as the legislature may provide.

43.17.020 Chief executive officers—Appointment. There shall be
a chief executive officer of each department to be known as: (1)
The director of public assistance, (2) the director of institutions,
(3) the director of health, (4) the director of conservation, (5) the
director of labor and industries, (6) the director of agriculture, (7)
the director of licenses, (8) the director of fisheries, (9) the director
of game, (10) the director of highways, (11) the director of general
administration and (12) the director of commerce and economic
development.

Such officers, except the director of highways, shall be appointed
by the governor, with the consent of the senate, and hold office
at the pleasure of the governor. If a vacancy occurs while the senate
is not in session, the governor shall make a temporary appoint-
ment until the next meeting of the senate, when he shall present
to that body his nomination for the office. The director of highways
shall be appointed by the state highway commission.

43.17.030 Powers and duties—Qath. The directors of the several
departments shall exercise such powers and perform such execu-
tive and administrative duties as are provided by law.

Each appointive officer before entering upon the duties of his
office shall take and subscribe the oath of office prescribed by law
for elective state officers, and file the same in the office of the secre-
tary of state.

43.17.040 Chief assistant director—Powers. The director of each
department may, from time to time, designate and deputize one
of the assistant directors of his department to act as the chief
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assistant director, who shall have charge and general supervision
of the department in the absence or disability of the director, and
who, in case a vacancy occurs in the office of director, shall con-
tinue in charge of the department until a director is appointed and
qualified, or the governor appoints an acting director.

43.17.050 Office at capital—Branch offices. Each department
shall maintain its principal office at the state capital. The director
of each department may, with the approval of the governor, estab-
lish and maintain branch offices at other places than the state
capital for the conduct of one or more of the functions of his
department.

The governor, in his discretion, may require all administrative
departments of the state and the appointive officers thereof, other
than those created by this chapter, to maintain their principal offices
at the state capital in rooms to be furnished by the director of gen-
eral administration.

43.17.060 Departmental rules and regulations. The director of
each department may prescribe rules and regulations, not incon-
sistent with law, for the government of his department, the conduct
of its subordinate officers and employees, the disposition and per-
formance of its business, and the custody, use, and preservation of
the records, papers, books, documents, and property pertaining
thereto.

4317070 Administrative committees. There shall be adminis-
trative committees of the state government, which shall be known
as, (1) the state finance committee, (2) the state capitol committee,
and (3) the state voting machine committee.

43.17.080 Administrative board—How constituted. The gover-
nor and the directors of the several departments shall constitute the
administrative board. The governor shall be chairman of the board.

The board may adopt general rules and regulations for the trans-
action of business and provide for such committees as may be
deemed expedient to facilitate the work of the board, the members
of which shall be appointed by the chairman.

A vote of a majority of the entire membership of the board
shall be necessary to exercise any of the administrative powers, or
perform any of the administrative duties vested in, or required to
be performed by, the board.

A majority of the board shall constitute a quorum, and a major-
ity of those present at any meeting of the board may determine and
advise as to questions of policy in the administration of any of the
departments submitted to the board by any member thereof. The
board shall meet at the call of the governor.
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43.17.090 Administrative board—Powers and duties. The ad-
ministrative board shall:

(1) From time to time, systematize and unify the administra-
tive duties of the departments of the state government and make
such necessary assignments of duties to the departments as it may
deem advisable to correlate and coordinate the work thereof;

(2) Fix the amount of bond to be given by each appointive state
officer and each employee of the state in all cases where it is not
fixed by law;

(3) Require the giving of an additional bond, or a bond in a
greater amount than provided by law, in all cases where in its
judgment the statutory bond is not sufficient in amount to cover the
liabilities of the officer or employee;

(4) Exempt subordinate employees from giving bond when in
its judgment their powers and duties are such as not to require
a bond.

43.17.100 Official bonds. Before entering upon the discharge
of the duties of his office or employment, every appointive state
officer and employee of the state shall give a surety bond, payable
to the state, in such sum as is provided by law or in such sum as
shall be deemed necessary by the administrative board, conditioned
for the faithful performance of the duties of the office or employ-
ment, and accounting for all property of the state that shall come
into his possession by virtue of his office or employment, which bond
shall be approved as to form by the attorney general and as to suf-
ficiency by the administrative board, and shall be filed in the office
of the secretary of state.

4317.110 Data, information, interdepartmental assistance. Where
power is vested in a department or officer to inspect, examine,
secure data or information from, or procure assistance from, an-
other department or officer, such other department or officer shall
submit to such inspection or examination, and furnish the data,
information, or assistance required.

43.17.120 Designation of ageney to carry out federal social secur-
ity disability program. Such state agency as the governor may
designate is hereby authorized to enter into an agreement on behalf
of the state with the Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare
to carry out the provisions of the federal social security act, as
amended, relating to the making of determinations of disability
under title IT of such act.

4317130 ————Appointment of personnel. The state agency
entering into such agreement shall appoint such professional per-
sonnel and other assistants and employees as may be reasonably
necessary to carry out the provisions of RCW 43.17.120 and 43.17.130.
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Chapter 43.19
DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

43.19.010 Divisions of department-— Authority and salary of
director. The department of general administration shall be organ-
ized into five divisions, to be known as, (1) the division of banking,
(2) the division of savings and loan associations, (3) the division of
capitol buildings, (4) the division of purchasing, and (5) the divi-
sion of engineering and architecture.

The director of general administration shall have charge and
general supervision of the department. He may appoint and depu-
tize such clerical and other assistants as may be necessary for the
general administration of the department. The director of general
administration shall receive a salary in an amount fixed by the
governor.

43.19.015 Certain powers and duties of director of public insti-
tutions transferred to director of general administration. The direc-
tor of general administration shall have the power and duties of
the director of public institutions contained in the following chapters
of RCW: Chapter 33.04 concerning savings and loan associations;
chapter 39.32 concerning purchase of federal property; chapters
40.08 and 40.12 concerning archives; chapter 43.90 concerning
central stores and chapter 73.12 concerning veterans’ loan insurance.

43.19.020 Supervisor of banking—Appointment—Qualifications
—Examiners. The director of general administration shall appoint
and deputize an assistant director to be known as the supervisor
of banking, who shall have charge and supervision of the division
of banking. With the approval of the director, he may appoint and
employ bank examiners and such other assistants and personnel
as may be necessary to carry on the work of the division.

No person shall be eligible for appointment as supervisor of
banking unless he is, and for the last two years prior to his appoint-
ment has been, a citizen of the United States and a resident of this
state; nor if he is interested in any bank or trust company as
director, officer, or stockholder.

43.19.030 OQOath and bond of examiners—Liability for acts per-
formed in good faith. Before entering upon his office each bank
examiner shall take and subscribe an oath faithfully to discharge
the duties of his office and shall each execute to the state a bond
to be approved by the governor in such sum as may be deemed
necessary by the administrative board, with a surety company
authorized to do business in this state, as surety, conditioned for
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the faithful performance of his duties. The premiums on such bonds
shall be paid by the state.
Oaths and bonds shall be filed with the secretary of state.
Neither the supervisor of banking, any deputy supervisor nor
any bank examiner shall be personally liable for any act done by
him in good faith in the performance of his duties.

43.19.040 Powers and duties—Division of banking, The director
of general administration, through the division of banking, shall
exercise all the powers and perform all the duties prescribed by
law with respect to banks and trust companies, mutual savings
banks, loan agencies and other similar institutions.

43.19.050 Office of supervisor of banking—Record of receipts and
disbursements—Seal. The supervisor of banking shall maintain an
office at the state capitol, but may with the consent of the governor
also maintain an office at some other convenient banking center in
this state. He shall keep books of record of all moneys received or
disbursed by him. He shall adopt an offi